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ACT ONE 

WASHINGTON, DC--1990 
 

#1 OVERTURE (RHYTHM IS GONNA GET YOU) 
 
 

GLORIA  
(offstage) 

AT NIGHT 
WHEN YOU TURN OFF ALL THE LIGHTS 
THERE’S NO PLACE THAT YOU CAN HIDE 
OH NO THE RHYTHM IS GONNA GET YOU 

 
(with an explosion of light and sound, the 
BAND is revealed on stage, the rhythm 
catches hold, and we are at a full blown 
Gloria Estefan concert...transition into a 
backstage area...EMILIO, NAYIB, and LORI 
watch the opening from the wings) 

 
EMILIO 

(eyes on the stage) 
Papí, did you finish your homework? 
 

NAYIB 
(eyes on the stage) 

Uh-huh. 
 

EMILIO 
You finished? 
 

NAYIB 
Uh-huh. 
 

EMILIO 
Okay, good. 

(a pause) 
You didn’t finish. 
 

NAYIB 
Not yet. I just want to see the end of the-- 
 

EMILIO 
Get back on the bus and finish your homework. 
 

NAYIB 
Yeah. In a minute. 
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(GLORIA appears, followed by her DRESSER as 
she prepares to make her grand entrance) 
 

NAYIB (CONT’D) 
Mom, you look great! 
 

GLORIA 
Thanks, sweetie. Did you finish your homework? 
 

NAYIB 
Not yet. I wanted to see the end of the show-- 
 

GLORIA 
Get your butt on that bus right now and finish. 
 

NAYIB 
Okay. 
 

GLORIA 
Okay. 
 

(NAYIB marches off with LORI) 
 

EMILIO 
(calling to NAYIB) 

Really...? 
(to GLORIA) 

I told him three times. 
 

GLORIA 
It’s the accent. 
 

STAGE MANAGER 
Gloria, back in two minutes. 
 

EMILIO 
Hey. You remember when I told you that after we met with the 
President and did the show, we could take the bus straight up to 
Syracuse? 
 

GLORIA 
(sees it coming) 

Oh, God. What? 
 

EMILIO 
Yeah. We can’t take the bus straight up to Syracuse. 
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